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Coit, Margaret Mr. Baruch 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 784p. $6.95. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—December 


The most celebrated poem the twentieth century 
characterizes our age wasteland, spiritually un- 
productive and morally arid, prey demoralizing 
fear. the heart the free world this troubled 
era looms our own nation, one the two most power- 
ful countries existence. Where exactly Ameri- 
cans stand today and what face, whence 
nation have come and how, are questions absorbing 
interest any student current events who all 
concerned with the survival the Western world. 
two superbly written biographies—first John Cal- 
houn: American Portrait (which 1951 earned the 
Pulitzer Prize for biography) and now Mr. Baruch, 
Margaret Coit has successfully supplied many the 
answers, for each book tells “the history the United 
States through the life single South Carolinian.” 


The choice Baruch’s life the focal point for the 
telilng was well made. Throughout his career has 
ever been close the center national events. 


When this counutry was growing into the world’s rich- 
est nation, Baruch was Wall Street’s Lone Eagle, the 
shrewd speculator who was “always alone deaf 
tips, indifferent advice information part (it 
seemed) the eternal mystery Wall Street.” 
first reached wide public notice the key negotiator 
titanic financial struggle between James Duke and 
Thomas Fortune Ryan for the control tobacco 
empire. But what people did not take into account 
were “the hours and years study had spent 
subjects unfamiliar him, the patient sifting the 
trivial for the bedrock fact, the soul-searching, the 
self-discipline that had produced the phenomenon that 
was Bernard Baruch. They called genius; knew 
be, large part, hard work.” 


Self-reliance, independent judgment, 
work were stand him good stead during his 
public career which began during World War One 
when Woodrow Wilson appointed him chairman 
the War Industries Board, itself product Baruch’s 
inventive mind. The post made him virtual czar 
the entire war manufacturing effort and his success was 
immediate. was “not industrialist and yet or- 
ganized the greatest industrial combine the world had 
known; man who was suspect business and yet 
got well with businessmen; amateur politics 
who played politics superbly.” How was able 
it: His own answer was deceptively simple: 
things one time.” Mark Sullivan’s observation was 
perhaps closer the truth: possessed “sheer artistic 
genius the realms money-making and politics.” 


Baruch attended the Peace Conference technical 
expert economic matters. The conference was 
disaster and, with perfect justice, the author maintains 
that was not the peacemakers, but “the human spirit 
that failed.” Perhaps one might say with even greater 
precision that represented the failure particularly 
die-hard heresy—the Pelagian notion that man utter- 
self-sufficient. After that, fear arrived, “the un- 


invited guest the peace table,” and remained 
haunt the modern world ever since. 


Coit 


the post-war years, the scope Baruch’s influence 
and interests was enormous. became 
figure the Democratic party, authored 
for farmers” which won him the confidence the 
farm bloc, and the thirties was ardent apostle 
preparedness. his rubber report 1942, pointed 
the way the solution the critical wartime shortage 
and his prestige helped make the resultant 
rationing palatable the general public. recent 
years, his hard-headed “Baruch Plan” for the 
atomic weapons has remained the root United 
States policy. The fact that the Soviets have tried 
every possible subterfuge circumvent dilute 
measure its effective and completely 
approach. 


What Miss Coit’s final judgment upon this man who 
has been the friend and counsellor the great? the 
popular mind Baruch living legend, “perhaps the 
greatest all our history who has not held major 
political office.” portrait reveals genial 
action, gifted with luminous intellect, keenly aware 
the course events and their significance, seeing 
well any the shape history its unfolding. She 
writes Baruch with sympathy and admiration and 
yet has not hesitated subject his career and character 
searching analysis. great man, Baruch has been 
his greatest those occasions when assumed the 
full burdens administration. Too often, she believes, 
when could have supplied leadership, has 
fused accept the responsibilities decision-making 
post. Why, her opinion, did refuse? Because 
fear that, should fail, the whole shining Baruch 
legend would tarnished. His reluctance risk un- 
favorable public opinion has, she feels, put limit 
his greatness and his service the nation. 


Stylistically, the book remarkable success. There 
not dull page it; and when one considers the 
mass detail, the welter events, the throng per- 
sonalities who appear, one cannot escape the conclu- 
sion that here triumph organization, vivid 
writing, and concentrated analysis men and events. 
Although should read its own merits, will 
serve splendid companion-piece Mr. Baruch’s 
own memoirs which are currently heading the 
seller lists. 


historian, Miss Coit has brought considerable light 
bear upon three salient facts the contemporary 
scene. First, the marvelous strength the United 
States which has preserved its political identity over 
the years the face unprecedented pressures. Then, 
the urgent need for some effective form world gov- 
ernment handle problems which have outgrown the 
apparatus hitherto devised for dealing with them. Final- 
,the dread alternative with which the United States 
today confronted: either self-discipline and sacrifice 
the part all its citizens the discharge their 
social obligations subservience totalitarian domi- 
nation. For, just awakened from its Pelagian dream, 
fearful West dire peril losing its and 
making desperate, unthinking lunge for whatever 
security and comfort modern technology can provide. 
Such move could only prelude serfdom. 


Our age, they tell us, wasteland and yet life-giving 
water available. After reading Mr. Baruch, one can 
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only wonder what further hurt our world must inflict 
upon itself before willing strike the rock the 
desert and quench its thirst. 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Beecroft, John (Editor) 
The Gentleman from Indianapolis 
Treasury Booth Tarkington.) Doubleday. Nov. 22, 
1957. 732p. $4.95. 
(Literary Guild Choice—December 


This selection from the many works the amiable 
Booth Tarkington, who amused and delighted two 
Americans this centuury, presents 
with three full-length novels, seven short stories and 
three excerpts from other novels. Alice Adams and 
The Magnificent Ambersons were awarded the Pulitzer 
Prize their time, and they are still easy and delightful 
reading style much more leisurely than have 
since become accustomed to; but they fulfill one the 
major requirements for the Pulitzer Prize was 
originally intended, they reflect whole period and 
America. The other full-length novel needed 
prize but the joy has given millions, story 
boyhood Indiana that almost universal Tom 
Sawyer, this the inimitable Penrod. The excerpts 
Gentle Julia, Seventeen, and Little Orvie, are 
portraits the girls Tarkington could draw well. 
The short stories are something else again; they are spun 
out thin thread, but with ease and grace that 
iscompletely disarming. This volume that should 
make subscribers the Literary Guild feel rewarded 
with good bargain, and should prove popular, too, 
gift book during the Christmas Season. may 
even reawaken interest one the influential writers 
the early part our centuruy, one who dominated 
the field fiction and contributed much the stage 
the first twenty-five years the suit- 
able for all readers. 


and Pierre 


Troyat, Henri 
Simon 


Translated from the French Mary Dodge. 
Schuster. Nov. 4,1957. 338p. $4.50. 
This the second volume The Seed and the Fruit, 
aseries related novels planned trace the past fifty 
years French life. the close its predecessor, 
Amélie Love (Best Sellers, Vol. 16, 157) Pierre 
had been called into the service soon after the out- 
break World War His wife, Amélie, rather than 
return her father’s home the Auvergne, chooses 
run their newly acquired small Parisian cafe while 
their infant daughter. 
Amélie and Pierre essentially the story the young 
wife, alone and longing for love, she faces life 
drab, ordinary neighborhood Paris never touched 
the fascination and glamour the French capital. 
While Amélie wards off the temptations which she 
exposed her business she does find one her 
arders, young Spaniard, somewhat attractive. How- 
ever, when makes attempt force his attention 
her she repels his advances and orders him leave 
his room. Her sixteen year old brother, Denis, the 
other hand, much more ready yield and soon 
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begins experience the flesh with young widow. 
Realizing the stupidity his relationship, breaks 
away from her and turns his attention, much 
higher level, Lucie, laundress his own age. 


Through some clever conniving succeeds 
obtaining good-conduct pass and visits her husband 
while his regiment rest area. Tragedy hits home 
when seriously wounded for 
some weeks. Since Pierre then need long 
period convalescence, his wife sells their cafe and 
takes option larger one the Montmartre 
section Paris. Convinced that Pierre will de- 
clared unfit for further military duty, Amélie takes her 
husband home their native village, planning re- 
turn Paris some months later. 

Like Amélie Love the charm this sequel its 
utter simplicity and uneventful realism. There are 
outbursts emotions, dramatic scenes spectacular 
events. substance carries little any plot, 
concerning itself primarily with portraying the lives 
led some ordinary folks big city their country 
goes through the horrors war. They are straight, 
run-of-the-mill individuals; some them uncouth 
and vulgar; others, polite, friendly and affable. 
times their language and remarks are coarse they 
sit and sip their glass wine enjoy their 
They are frank and outspoken, down earth and 
matter fact their behavior and outlook life. 
They are not intellectuals search some they-know- 
what-not, nor are they given philosophizing about 
the age which they live. Theirs the humdrum, 
day-by-day living, squarely facing each situation 
hits them. 


Originally somewhat prim and haughty, Amélie, ac- 
cepting the unexpected responsibility thrown upon her 
gradually learns how live with these people without 
having too much their unwelcome qualities rub off 
her. But there nothing the prude about her. 
There attempt gloss over her weakness fail- 
ings. She presented for what she really is, wife 
and mother her early twenties, deeply love and 
yearning for the physical satisfaction her desires. 
How she will react Pierre’s coldness and unrespon- 
siveness, resulting from his injury, remains seen. 
But woman that she is, Amélie’s plans are being made. 


Obviously not novel momentous import, Amélie 
and Pierre nevertheless very good novel. Perhaps 
some will find disappointing its simplicity be- 
cause they are looking for the expected. Mature 
readers, simplicity search well-told tale, will 
find Amélie and Pierre well worth their time. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Cost, March Rachel 


Vanguard. Oct. 28,1957. 479p. $3.95. 

This work biographical novel the famous nine- 
teenth century actress, Mlle. Rachel. Rachel’s father 
and mother were impoverished peddlers, who had 
considerable love for the theatre. time Rachel’s 
father meets some influential theatrical figures and man- 
ages get Rachel accepted singing school and 
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drama school. Her singing attempts are unsuccessful, 
but due the tutelage various masters,—notably 
St. Aulaire and Samson,—she becomes great actress, 
especially French classical drama. She performs 
brilliantly the Théatre and accepted 
the greatest female performer the day. succession 
love affairs, disputes over choices roles, and en- 
venomed newspaper attacks reduce her prestige, and 
she dies disfavor the age thirty-six. After her 
death, however, with the protean fickleness that par- 
ticularly characteristic the French, she again ac- 
claimed and given lavish, national funeral. 


Miss Cost interweaves fiction and fact this story. 
Where she uses fact, she has the conversation and 
description italics; where she uses fiction, she has 
the material printed regular type. result 
curious remoteness occurs. When the reader’s imagi- 
nation meets the italics, (every few pages), jarred 
into fact; hence the “willing suspension disbelief” 
shattered. When the reader returns the fiction sec- 
tions, realizes that much the story just imagi- 
nation. Thus the story not biography fiction: 
not one the other. Many novels combine biography 
and fiction smoothly, but they not constantly call 
your attention the two parts. 


Furthermore, although Rachel supposedly narrating 
the story, her explanations are frequently slight and 
superficial. not know, for example, why she 
became mistress many lovers; why she was attack- 
savagely many the newspaper writers and 
critics. Reasons for these things are suggested, but they 
simply not carry conviction. The reader feels that 
does not really know Rachel. Some this lack 
Cost’s attempt relate too much. Insignificant house- 
hold details are emphasized and repeated nauseam 
while some the crucial points Rachel’s career and 
reputation are passed over with the barest amount 
statement. Also there too much telling the reader 
what happening without showing him what hap- 
pening. 

There interesting episode concerning Rachel’s tour 
America with French dramatic troupe, but this 
novel mostly quite insipid. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Abbe, George The Winter House 
Doubleday. Nov. 20,1957. 235p. $3.75. 


George Abbe has turned out starkly-etched but sensi- 
tive novel telling the story spirited young man 
who dared revolt against the harsh traditionalism 
small New England town. The Winter House 
Abbe’s prose sings with poetic feeling and effectively 
brings the reader vivid picture the characters 
with whom deals, the narrow and hidebound cus- 
toms and attitudes the people and the cold, bitter 
sting New England winters. 

George Abbe admirably qualified write the story 
chose mark his return the production novels. 
Himself the son New England minister, teacher 
and widely-respected poet, has built his story 
around the growth the son simple God-fearing 
and impoverished clergyman. 


Best 


The story, briefly, revolves around Mark Latham 


how his early uneasiness over the cruel treatment given 


his parents the leaders his mean, close-fisted 
gregation crystallizes into hatred which 
plunges him into sporadic outbursts against authority, 
The tragedy the lives his parents, their humility 
and patient suffering; the heart-rending 
sacrifice his talented brother, Curt, whose shining 
love and courage left strong imprint the 
son; all are pictured with sensitive beauty. 
The story takes sudden turn the closing chapters, 
Curt’s death seemingly freed Mark the 
which had kept his impulses check until near the 
end his college career. Then breaks away from 
the pattern life which had endured with mis 
givings, speaks out against the smug attitudes the 
University regents and the latent snobbishness, 
down the moral barriers which had kept him dis 
tance from Shirley; and prepares storm out into 
unspecting world with resolve demolish the 
hypocrisy which encircle much it. 
This absorbing tale, done with keen perception 
and undertaking. Few readers will able set 
aside because quick-paced and graphic from the 
first the last pages. good reading for all adults, 

Main Line Times, 

Ardmore, Pennsylvania 

Laing, Alexander Matthew Early 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Nov. 16,1957. 372p. $4.95. 
His latest novel confirms the judgment Alexander 
Laing successful author the historical novel 
adventure, his best when writing the sea. His 
story this time covers the years from 1798 1802. The 
scene shifts from continent continent. 


men, the abominations the slave trade, the indigni- 


ties the young American Navy had suffer the 
hands the Barbary pirates,—these are some the 


topics covered. Through all, the hero, young 


thew Early, has plenty his own trials and 
Feeling that his love for Barbara Channing, dedicated 
abolitionist, hopeless, falls victim the charms 
pretty refugee from Malta London. Forced 
leave London hurry, carry cargo gunpowder 
for the American Navy, unable learn the 
results his misadventure with the fair Leonora when 
certain letters astray. Fearing that son might have 
been conceived, sails all over the world trying 
catch with the elusive Leonora learn the truth. 
India, finds that she has just married 
able rival and is, fact, corrupt little baggage. Mat 
thew turns gambling, manages win huge sum 
that, when her husband forced flee from the 
justifiable scorn his fellows Matthew resumes his 
liaison with Leonora, though hating himself for 


so. 


Leonora’s extravagance forces Matthew try gambling 
again and this time loses heavily and, recoup, 
engages the opium trade. accumulates vast sum 
gold before takes stock himself and 
that there are many kinds slavery, all them 
ful, and that man must his best repair 


War between 
England and France, the pressing American sea 
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harm has done. Thus, resolved bring back his 


given ill-gotten though be, America and dedi- 
himself and his money the cause abolition, 
which sets sail the Atlantic small ship manned 
himself and his faithful servant, former 
umility slave whose life Matthew had saved and who 
paid that debt many times over risking his 


for Matthew, saving him one occasion from 
death while receiving severe leg wound. When they 
within sight the New England shore, sudden 
blows and the small boat and the ill-gotten 


gold are lost; but Matthew manages reach shore with 
the Yusuf his arms, more dead than alive. 
from that might have been objectionable are handled 


with restraint and this story seems suitable for adults 
who like stories the sea. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Clifford The Losers 
Nov. 14,1957. 253p. $3.75. 
the The plot The Losers melodramatic bilge, unmoti- 
vated character design, tasteless and almost com- 
pletely devoid meaning. Its five leading characters 
Charlie Hall, comic strip artist; Dave Stern, 
costume jewelry manufacturer; Sue Brighton, beauti- 
ful but demented woman who once had affair with 
Charlie and now has Stern the string; Sara Haley, 
love with Hall, hoping marry him and Norton 
Brighton, colorless husband the femme fatale. 
Charlie and Dave “grew up” together. The broad 
The stated overtly but its current felt all that 
tween Dave does throughout. Dave and Charlie get together 
after the Korean war, during New York heat 
Sue comes back into Charlie’s life through 
the upsets his decent relationship with Sara. Norton 


the scene, leaves, hovers shadow, playing 
private eye. The other four longe binge. Left 
alone with Sue, Charlie her. Meanwhile Dave 
has killed Norton Sara looks helplessly on. the 
time it’s all over has also shot Sue and put bullet 
through his own brain; Sara has left Charlie and Char- 


lie left with gnawing memory Dave’s love for 
him, 


Irving’s fictional fancy that his characters are 
have circumstances and utterly lack control over 
truth. his point. The fact that his book has been put to- 
hackneyed, dull, pseudo-tough first person 
which pure neo-Spillane probably won’t 


stop readers who want sensation alone 


the the annals the “beat” generation The Losers runs 
his with the pack. Even with the turgid, offensive material 
might have been slightly redeemed sensi- 


tive and sensible writing. now stands the book 
have been written just well Univac one 
those other mechanical brains which are intimate 


mbling 


sum the society Irving strongly condemns. 
Leonard Randolph, 

Strouudsburg, Pennsylvania 
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O’Neal, Cothburn 
Crown. Nov. 278p. $3.50. 


say woman writer that she writes like man 
generally considered high compliment. don’t know 
what means man told that writes like 
woman. But this man does. Perhaps this case, the 
statement may one praise, for the story sup- 
posedly presented Susan Stuart Thompson, de- 
scendant the story’s heroine. 

Untold Glory superficial, sentimental, soap-operatic 
romance, singing the glory Felicia Lee Cary Thornton 
Shover, heroine the southern belle 
typical fictional characteristics, Felicia has the added 
advantage being the widow West Point graduate 
who died before the army was divided into North and 
South. This means she has friends high positions 
both armies and the best possible position 
help her side. Her loyalty staunchly with the Con- 
federacy; but rather doubtful she would have 
backed this loyalty with much personal sacrifice 
had young intern not kissed her when she was under 
his care some years earlier. This doctor now major 
the Confederate army, and for love him Felicia 
willing live Northern sympathizer among her 
Southern friends and family. Her task love 
provide the medical provisions that will smuggled 
through the lines Southern hospitals. She ap- 
parently making money because her Northern con- 
nections and consequently scorned former asso- 
woman such couurage and life such 
conflict might well the basis for good novel, but 
the author fails make her real meaningful. 


Not the greatest historical fiction, the book can un- 
hesitantly recommended anyone who isn’t particu- 
larly bothered poor writing. 


Untold Glory 


Joan Lonergan, 

Catholic University America 
Library, 

Washington, 


Goodman, George Time for Paris 
Doubleday. Nov. 240p. $3.75. 


The book cover states that this “amusing comedy 
love two young Americans Europe the thres- 
hold maturity.” This reviewer would rather call 
bitter attack morality and the condonation 
anything which has with sex. There ques- 
tion the author’s talent; but indeed sad see 
that such young writer feels necessary deal with 
the lower elements within man and great extent 
make the reader feel that any sex act outside the 
marriage bond justified. would want the reader 
gather that just normal taking glass water. 


The aim Mr. Goodman not study man from 
metaphysical moral angle but place him 
well-defined social milieu acting under the stress the 
physiological laws. artist with vigorous and 
times brutal talent. The violence and the triviality 
certain pages within the book are themselves 
masterpieces; but all all they not elevate the indi- 
vidual nor give him any sort hope. 


Paris described the place “where you can any- 
thing you want and nobody will bother you.” That 
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may the impression Mr. Goodman; but should 
not feel that that the Paris for the Frenchman. His 
realism does not border but pure vulgarity when, 
describes and talks toilets. the physiological 
aspect the characters prime importance the 
author, food another item considered. such 
great value that makes the reader feel that its pleas- 
ure great any sensual act. 


This book cannot recommended for the general 
reader. too realistic its description, destruc- 
tive; makes man ordinary beast. Sad that the 
author uses his talents destroy rather than create. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Gebler, Ernest Week the Country 
Doubleday. Oct. 24,1957. $3.95. 


Like the author’s previous novel, which eventually was 
made into movie, Week the Country tailor- 
made script for ready transference the screen. Un- 
like its predecessor, however, which was also best 
seller and book-monthly selection, would seem that 
this present effort not destined make much 
impression literary circles. belabored, heavy- 
handed contrivance, extremely simple plot, laden 
with boring speeches and monotonous rationalizations 
and recollections about the world and its ailments over 
the last two decades more. 


Basically, Week the Country centered around 
the reunion three brothers, after separation 
twenty-three years, the family farm, River Meadows, 
Northern England. Present occupant the home 
the youngest son, crippled Eddie Robertson, who, 
following the death his wife, Kate, took Ruth Greene 
his mistress raise his two daughters. Hoping 
gain sole possession the property, Eddie had invited 
his two estranged brothers home from America. Their 
arrival, however, soon reveals the ulterior motives they 
had for returning after the lapse years. 

Mark, the oldest, prominent Hollywood writer who 
had one time held party card and went through 
the now famous interrogations various investigating 
committees. His brief marriage had ended suddenly 
when his wife, Beth, disappeared with their son, Sam- 
my. Now that has found the boy, after some fifteen 
years, Mark hoped that the trip home would take the 
boy out the reaches his mother. Carl, the second 
brother ,is also party member, but extremely apt 
one. scornful Mark, whom considers 
weakling, and has come home, apparently, carry 
feud with his older brother. 


Into this tense household enters sister, Elaine, who 
poisoned one Eddie’s daughters. The aunt, 
seems, had come upon the girl with her cousin, Sammy, 
what she thought was compromising situation, and 
had threatened make issue it. Fortunately, the 
poor, neurotic relative does not die. Soon thereafter 
Mark’s wife unexpectedly arrives order take her 
son home. Brooding about her presence, Mark drowns 
himself, although Eddie convinced that Carl could 
have prevented the suicide. With Mark out the 
way, Carl off parts unknown again, Beth somewhat 
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reconciled Sammy’s decision remain with 
relatives for some time, Eddie, previously upset 
Ruth’s attraction for Mark, finds his own narrow world 
safe once more. 


Essentially, this the story, but number 
tions are brought the scene unsuccessful 
make the situation needlessly complicated and 
volved. Unbeknown Mark and Carl, the othe 
brother and Ruth had rigged tape-recorder the 
parlor, hoping learn more about the two 
brothers. Furthermore, coming upon one 
manuscripts, they discover, (later verified Beth) 
that Beth still had husband when she supposedly 
married Mark. Hence the legal problem inheritance 
concerning Sammy’s share the farm. 


Going beyond Ruth’s statement Eddie that all the 
members his family are morbid, this reviewer finds 
that term applicable everyone the characters, and 
the atmosphere which they live depressingly un. 
pleasant and unhealthy. Their outlook life and 
mankind brutally warped and distorted; their 
tude and behavior general utterly amoral and 
moral. all outward appearances they have true 
sense values. Not single one them seems 
remotely companionable. Plotwise, Mr. Gelber’s novel 
has the makings some strong and solid 
ment. its present form, carelessly marred 
number typographical errors, rates very 
enthusiastic and reserved nod for the mature and very 
discriminating adult reader. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D. 


Randall, Thomas (Pseud.) The Twelfth Step 
Scribner. Oct. 14,1957. 568p. $4.95. 


This long drawn-out account the experiences 
seven people who find themselves taking the “cure” 
drying-out home for alcoholics. The reader intro 
duced bartender and his waitress wife, 
tute, salesman, blonde housewife, another 
lady, and finally civil service worker who seems 
the mouthpiece for airing the author’s strange 
philosophy. 

With minute details, the author (who remains anony- 
mous) describes not only the events which take place 
the sanitorium, but also reveals the life each 
acter both before and after the stay the drying-out 
home. The flashbacks and the frequent changes 
persons and scenes make for difficult and exhausting 
reading. long the author confines himself the 
real principle Alcoholics Anonymous, has some 
worth-while chapters, but when spends chapters 
relating the step step details prolonged drinking 
bouts and delineating the processes leading 
tal and extramarital relations, one feels the urge 
out: “Too much, Too much!” suspect that the 
thor does have feeling guilt, for after several revolt 
ing and disgusting passages, attempts 
the paragraphs inserting adjectives such clean, 
innocent, good, etc. wonder who being fooled, 
when writes: “Their lust was good, their passion 
clean, their love 

The tragic thing about this tale the fact that 
title that sacred members Alcoholics Anony 
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mous. every A.A. member knows, the twelfth step 
the last step program which has been used 
the rehabilitation many thousands 
who were once considered hopeless alco- 
The twelfth step A.A. consists helping 
alcoholics achieve sobriety. practiced 
AA. members, ths twelfth step based humility, 
love God and neighbor and all that good and 
noble. exemplified the characters this tale, 
the twelfth step would include, among other things, 
the use adultery and abortion. the sincere mem- 
Alcoholics Anonymous, this desecration. 


that the author confused about the twelve 
steps because has not followed out the fourth step. 
would difficult make moral inventory, one 
did not accept the difference between right and wrong. 
should have another chat with Fr. Tom, 
better still, might have several conferences with 
Father John Weston. least, before writing an- 
other book, hope that will study the question 
morality and immorality and then gain the wisdom 


the difference. 
Harley, 
University Scranton 


Day, Beth Hiding Place 


Holt. Nov. 14,1957. 273p. $3.95. 

Beth Day tells the story the life Vincent Tracy, 
aman who solved the problem alcoholism his own 
life and who now engaged the work rehabilita- 
tion alcoholics Tracy Farms, New York State. 


The simple narrative begins with the school days the 
youthful Tracy and follow him successively the 
young and admired businessman, the tortured slave 
alcohol, the Bowery bum and finally the man 
who was able make the step back sobriety and 
life dedicated helping others. 


doubt, this book may helpful some people 
who have problem with alcohol. However, even 
though admire Mr. Tracy and the wonderful work 
that has accomplished, afraid that some may 
think that little too hasty discarding the 
“Disease” concept alcoholism. Surely Mr. Tracy 
would the first admit that moral spiritual 
disease. Others, may not like his emphasis will- 
power; but here again Mr. Tracy would admit that the 
will weakened during the various stages alcoholism. 
Some others will amazed the cost the eight 
weeks Tracy Farms and others may wonder the 
availability follow-up therapy after the patient has 
left Tracy Farms. 


Dinesen, Isak Last Tales 
Random House. Nov. 14,1957. 341p. $4.00. 


These Last Tales woven Isak Dinesen are the stuff 
from which dreams are made and the weaver here 
from among the experts her field. Those who have 
Baroness Blixen’s Seven Gothic Tales and her 
Winter’s Tales, (both which were selected 
Book-of-the-Month), will readily recognize her magic 
touch imaginative pen dipped deep her well 
fantasy and whimsy. The Greek Fabulist 560 


Day Dinesen Christie Gardiner Webb 


~ 
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B.C. had nothing the Baroness, unless that 
Aesop was surely succinct and was past master with 
the pithy word. Some the Last Tales are lengthy 
the telling and therefore somewhat verbose; but the 
lucid loquaciousness light and delightful the ear 
and not too tiresome the eye the peruser. 


one did not know Isak Dinesen’s nationality one 
would led suspect the Gaelic, because she mani- 
fests that gift for story telling native the Celts, 
with perhaps one little give away her technique, and 
that reveals itself, however subtly, the materialistic 
flavor one catches when the authoress tries mixing 
little Theology with her fantasy. discovered slight 
taste the inharmonious blending the Last Tale, 
“Of Seven Thoughts and Heaven” wherein the 
Baroness’ picturing the Beatific Vision all hope 
enjoy, somewhat obscured from its pristine splen- 
dour faint suggestion sentiment and the Rotar- 
ian’s Philosophy will well, regardless.” 

course tales are tales and one does not look for 
something scientific sound Theology. all, 
Last Tales makes good reading and those who enjoyed 
the Baroness’ efforts Seven Gothic Tales and her 
later Winter Tales will not feel disappointed these. 


David Burke, 
Gonzaga High School, 
Washington, 


CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Elmhurst, 
Contributing Editor 


Christie, Mrs. McGillicuddy Saw 
Dodd, Mead. Nov. 11,1957. 192p. $2.95. 

Mrs. McGillicuddy saw man strangling woman 
compartment train that, for moment, drew 
alongside the train she was riding route visit 
her old crony, Miss Marple. You have met the seem- 
ingly fluttery old maid who shrewdly works out the 
elaborate puzzles Miss Christie devises. Before you 
come the solution, you have been misled many 
seemly clue. This good stuff. 


Gardiner, Dorothy (Editor) For Love Money 
Doubleday. Oct. 233p. $3.50. 

Here are short stories, representing the 1957 anthol- 
ogy the Mystery Writers America, chosen for 
threading together the motive “love money.” 
Ellery Queen, the late Craig Rice, Margery Dillingham, 
George Harmon Coxe, Bruno Fischer, Lawrence Bloch- 
man, Simenon and Thomas Walsh are authors some 
the best the lot. This reviewer’s choice for top 
honors, Hilda Lawrence’s Roof Manhattan, low- 
keyed treatment midtown menace; and George 
Simenon’s Journey Backward Into Time, which might 
have been written Mauriac. 


Webb, Jack The Brass Halo 


Rinehart. Oct. 23, 1957. 246p. $2.95. 

When Domino, the blues singer, disappeared from the 
Porto Beach Club, little Augie more than some- 
what disturbed. Domino had not told Augie about the 
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body the dressing room. There are two muggs who 
look like trouble for Sammy Golden, sergeant de- 
tectives; but they cannot scope with Father Shanley, 
smaller hound heaven who pursues his ecclesiastical 
duties with admirable pertinacity. Despite some ho- 
hum mystique about the blues, young people, life’s 
exuberance, etc., this agreeably different mystery. 


Moore, Doomsday Morning 
Doubleday. Nov. 216p. $2.95. 


actor, used dupe dictatorship which con- 
trols the United States through control communica- 
tions, succeeds activating the weapon which breaks 
the control. Barely fair. 


The God Boy 
Sept. 11, 1957. 184p. $3.50. 


taut suspense story 14-year-old boy’s reactions 
the intrafamilial stress which culminates 
mother’s murder his father, tragedy which 
blames God. For mature adults only. 


Eberhart, Mignon Another Man’s Murder 
Random House. Nov. 240p. $2.95. 


Setting: orange grove country near Tampa, Florida. 
Problem: Cayce Clary’s uncle found shot Clary 
Lake shortly after has been visited Cayce for first 
time six years; Cayce did not shoot the Judge, but 
evidence points him the guilty one. Fortunately 
Sheriff Luke Weller knows the people and keeps his 
head shrewdly. not quite Mrs. Eberhart’s best, 
this will keep mystery fans puzzled almost the end. 


Kerr, Jean Please Don’t Eat the Daisies 
Doubleday. Nov. 192p. $3.50. 

This collection happily humorous and wondrous- 
witty essays entitles Jean Kerr membership that 
highly selective club genuine American humorists 
where writers like James Thurber and Ogden Nash 
deftly record the human comedy. keen observer 
American mores, engaging participant family life, 
discerning critic fads and fashions, Mrs. Kerr 
captures telling lines the physiognomy America 
today. polished prose right and bright; her 
laughter rings with sincere merriment; her satire more 
pointed than her pen, but her ink not acid. 


The Domestic Scene, (her own), the subject five 
the most delightful essays ever printed. The 
Woman’s Page theme occupies seven gay chapters. 
The Theater World viewed the critic’s wife and 
feminine playwright “sputniked” repeatedly. The 
Introduction puts sense nonsense. 


Two positively brilliant satirical pieces are collector’s 
items: “Don Brown’s Body” parody staged 
reading American detective fiction Mickey Spil- 
lane. Caricatured with the master strokes this wise 
writer, the playlet parades those tasteless tastes that 
clutter the American scene with cultural molehills. 
the other piece, “Toujours Mrs. Kerr 
stages the cleverest lampoon Mlle. Sagan’s Cer- 


Cross, Ian 
Harcourt, Brace. 


Moore Cross Eberhart Kerr Wilson 


tain Smile” that has yet been published. Every word 
strikes blow for sanity, and Mrs. scores 
the first round. 


this one book the entire family will find amusing 
thought provoking entertainment. The subject matter 
and style assure every reader professional 
ance. The droll drawings Carl Rose are joyful vig. 
nettes that literally make the book 
volume first-rate, truly humorous essays “the 
laugh-out-loud, can’t-put-it-down, 
comedy sensation the season.” 


Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Wilson, Colin Religion and the Rebel 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 14,1957. 338p. $4.00. 

Last year Colin Wilson’s The Outsider occasioned 
much stir its analysis “the lack spiritual tension 
labelled the person who saw the futility life and 
tried escape modern decadence intellectual 
sion. the Outsiders were ever more than 
scattered minority, however, the argument runs, they 
must develop tradition their efforts save the 
Western world. 


Thus the first book, foggily but vehemently, tried 
show the need religious program fostered Out 
sider thinking. Religion and the Rebel the sequel 
that proposes this solution. The fog has not lifted nor 
has the vigor abated, and Wilson admits even that 
the harbor not sight: feels increasing 
many problems which need further study. Who can 
say when the need this speculative chain-reaction 
will come? 


Frankly, Wilson seems engaged with task 
able the Magna but without 
orderly thinking and disciplined structure guide 
him. His mind seems reach for thousand facets 
complex problem instantaneously, and with im- 
patient fervor resolved get them all onto paper 
once even though they only half-assimilated. The 
result bewildering patchwork assertion couched 
style notable for its vigor, allusive richness, and 
readability, rhetorical grace. 


The opening autobiographical introduction, inter- 
esting but dispensable except for its statement plan 
that otherwise might not suspected. Part One re- 
capitulates the Outsider theory, including 
special brand existentialism (“broader” than Kier- 
kegaard’s Sartre’s, “closer Goethe’s idea Bil- 
and states his central theme: the fall West- 
ern civilization. The former aspect supported 
analyses Rilke, Rimbaud, and Scott Fitzgerald; 
the latter makes extensive use Spengler and Toynbee. 


Part Two proceeds from the premise that “society must 
held together discipline.” the Middle Ages 
the Church provided this need, but not built 
the sound common sense Christ’s teaching”—the 
“metaphysical” doctrine invented St. Paul. 
became the basis the Catholic Church and also “the 
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its corruption.” Thus new religion neces- 
and Wilson offers his chaotic existentialism 
play today that Christianity played the 
Roman Empire the first century. 


This development passes then into individual chapters 
several “religious Outsiders”: Ferrar, Pascal, Swed- 
enborg, Law, Newman, Kierkegaard, and Shaw. 
Wittgenstein and Alfred Whitehead. These 
constituting almost half the book, achieve 
difusion rather than focussing the argument even 
though they contain passages genuine biographical 
interest. They lead him final pessimism, from 
which intuitively shies away but without finding 
practical program whereby the human race can sal- 
vaged from the doom foresees. 


essence Wilson says, “The whole Outsider theory 
can reduced certain simple religious facts: Original 
Sin, escape from personality, the reality the 
existentialist statements that truth subjectivity, that 
there such thing man, that existence precedes 
But single stopper can stanch sieve, 
and virtually every page offers not only multitude 
new, digressive byways but also impossible chal- 
lenge summary. The whole array amazing its 
ideological gymnastics, oracular its dogmatism, ver- 
bose its repetition, and bewildering its irrelevancies. 


Wilson determined diagnostician, but tries 
gather far too many disparate symptoms into common 
syndrome and does not always recognize normal physi- 
ology. Curing the patient, moreover, requires more 
than sincere physician with murky alchemy. Cer- 
tainly only philosophically sophisticated adult should 
attempt swallow the pill here offered. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Guillian, Robert 600 Million Chinese 
Criterion. Oct. 310p. $5.00. 


the West, accustomed our human interest 
journalists and man-on-the-street opinions, often won- 
der how life under Communistic rule would and 
how actually affects the ordinary person. read 
exposés from those who have fled the system and 
shudder predictions the future. Most welcome 
then report Western correspondent, who knew 
China before Communism, who was permitted make 
though guided and supervised trip through 
ina. 


Robert Guillian was such man. His report here 
given translated Merwyn Savill. 


After reading the book one must stop reconsider 
whether George Orwell’s 1984 absurd ridicu- 
lous. almost would seem that have 1984 


China 1957. 


The student political philosophy and theory must 
pause and ask whether 1957 someone not suc- 
ceeding putting into effect plan similar that 
devised Plato Aristotle for the ideal state and 
state control. 
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600 Million Chinese the result notes taken Mr. 
Guillian during his visit China 1955. 
arranged twenty chapters each treating different 
phase China under Communism, giving 
writer’s impressions and reactions from comparison 
what used and what now is. 


China today different. terms material better- 
ment and achievement, Mr. Guillian rates the change 
—Remarkable! But terms spiritual achievement 
—Terrifying! the domain metal, concrete, and 
bricks, the Chinese under Communism have done 
marvels—materially. The new regime has cured two 
evils: stark poverty and complete insecurity. Com- 
munism, according the author has given China 
example efficient action, method, and has sug- 
gested, ordered and regulated all things the name 
patriotism. These three things have long been needed 
China. 

But the uniformity the mold, the obedience the 
robot, the “socialization the brain,” the absence 
intellectual curiosity, the organized regimentation 
thought, clothes, habitat, words and actions—all these 
have made China country “living phonographs” 
and “parrot dictaphones.” Individuals are taught 
“volunteer” carry out any suggestion and the name 
patriotism denounce even husband, wife, parents 
and children. 


Aside from the Chinese only people 
who possess faith sufficiently vivid and doctrine 
elaborate enough have reply 
conformity and opposition have all but disappeared. 
The dissenters are not eliminated, but are “persuaded” 
change their thoughts and words bring them into 
line with the suggestions Big Brother. The more 
difficult cases are subjects for “reform labor,” the 
modern Chinese term for slave labor camps. 

result China becoming less and less Chinese. 
The propagandists, taking the cue and tone from Presi- 
dent Mao set the Russians models: “Imitate them, 
study them. Our first duty copy the Soviet 
Union.” 

Confucianism which dominated Chinese thought 
being swept away and its place new doctrine 
taught. Mao Tse-tung wrote: “The criterion 
truth the result!” 

After visiting China again Mr. Guillian came away 
saddened the death Old China, startled what 
saw, terrified the thought where might lead. 
Mr. Guillian sees Communism China for genera- 
tions come. never had the experience 
efficient self-government, the Chinese 
obediently new leader who tells them: “All 
well; the State can wrong. patriot and 
what the State says. This will lead progress, peace 
and happiness for you and your children’s children.” 


The Communists have means solved all prob- 
lems. Population-wise alone China constantly build- 
ing ever bigger problem terms food. 
the present rate increase the Chinese will number 
billion 1980. Today you hear for the first time 
something until now foreign Chinese thought and 
morals, Birth Control. The present and planned in- 
tense industrialization creates even bigger problem 
unemployment. 


Word 
matter 
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600 Million Chenese serious book, one which 
think any interested adult could read with profit. 
one the first reports China from the inside 
seen Western observer who knew China “before.” 
will want check his report against others 
follow. 


Its value perhaps temporary but librarian could 
well make the investment. 


Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Kirkpatrick, Evron 
Year Crisis: Communist Propaganda 
Activities 1956 
Macmillan. Nov. 26,1957. 414p. $5.50. 
Russian observers would just soon without an- 
other year like 1956. This was the year which saw 
Khrushchev inveigh against the “cult personality” 
and thus apparently dethrone Stalinism. the same 
time saw the worst traits Stalinism resurrected 
the brutal suppressions Hungarian freedom aspira- 
tions. Small wonder then that the present volume 
merits the title, Year Crisis. The editor has done 
extraordinary task, with collaboration course, 
keeping track communist propaganda activities 
and out the Soviet Union, and particularly the 
“uncommitted” countries the Middle and Far East 


and Africa. 


Though generally unpublicized, this volume, its pre- 
decessor, Target: The World, the fruit researchers 
working with the United States Information Agency. 
From observations gathered from the various parts 
the world, becomes easy see that the communists 
are not neglecting any phase propaganda. Tables, 
charts, and pictures bring out these activities vividly. 
short review the full account the book cannot 
analyzed. However, two points are worthy par- 
ticular mention. 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Love Possessed (IIb) Cozzens 
the Beach (Ila) Shute Aug. 
Rally Round the Flag Boys 
Peyton Place (IV) Metalious 
The World Suzie Wong Mason ug. 
Below the Salt (Ila) Costain Oct. 
Atlas Shrugged Rand Nov. 
Remember God (IV) Kaufmann Sept. 15, 
Letter from Peking (lla) Buck Aug. 
NON-FICTION 
Baruch: Own Story Baruch Sept. 
The Hidden Persuaders (Ila) Packard May 15, 
The New Class (Ila) Aug. 15, 
The Age Revolution (Ila) Churchill Oct. 
The Innocent Ambassadors (Ila) Wyhe May 15, 
The Day Christ Died (1) Bishop May 15, 
Stay Alive All Your Life Peale Apr. 15, 
Silver Platter (Ila) Berlin June 
“Where Did You Go?” “Out.” Sept. 
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Best 
What generally labelled “communist This book 
tion theory, serious business for the Kremlin, the 
function the few “gifted leaders” 
propaganda stems from this theory and directed 
the “sub-leaders” giving these few many ideas for vein 
cussion and adoption; agitation, the other hand, im. become 
parts but few ideas and meant for the masses America 
lead them into sympathy and support for the 
nist cause. each area the world all facets com. pieces 
munist activity have their part. analyzed wou 
neutralized, each must attacked its own level, 
The communists have mastered the techniques 
ganization and adaptation can seen from this 
compilation their 1956 activities. charged 
One phase activity which the Communists will 
tinue push vigorously blossomed early 1956: the 
and cultural exchanges. the underdeveloped 
tries, touring Soviet delegations left lasting impressions; 
from other countries they took away valuable informa. 
tion line with Khrushchev’s directive the XXth 
Party Congress, “We must study the capitalist economy 
attentively study the best that the capitalist 
tries’ science and technology have offer (and) This 
exploit everything foreign experience that use” 
(p. 349). 
Observers the Russian scene will find Year political 
Crisis valuable handbook. hoped that tunately 
those responsible for policy formulation will take time 
con the lessons contained therein. Too often the but partis 
accumulated data painstaking research get pushed Much 
aside for the easier solutions temporary 
Year Crisis cannot just read; has digested. 
Walter Jaskievicz, ments 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University, and 
New York, New York gence 
tual tran 
Salvadori, Massimo Liberal Democracy 
Massimo Salvadori received brief public notice when Union. 
President Eisenhower remarked press conference The Naz 
that believed Salvadori had “some the best ideas resulted 
have seen” the problems making the United the 
States understood foreign countries. Professor Hans leaving 
Kohn has accurately written for the jacket Liberal united 
Democracy that the book “combines deep insights feli- Law 
citous wording and true warmth the defense vidual 
liberty.” Nevertheless, this very dull and highly cratic 
opinionated book. 
important for all men liberty.” Liberty held well 
exist the degree which “individuals can reach 
decisions through the use their own reasoning prin 
powers, and the measure which they can act 
the basis the decisions reached.” Toleration for all 
individuals and “habeas corpus” are essential for the 
survival liberty. “Liberal Democracy method, 
not goal. True liberalism has its roots Bacon, 
Descartes, Locke (with Dewey the witness), Leibnitz 
with his “rational arguments proving that there such 
thing freedom the will” Milton, Voltaire, Jeffer- The boc 
son, 
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This book hodge-podge widely ranging personal 
opinions, sweeping historical and philosophical gener- 
and repetition. According the publisher the 
“has devoted himself showing European 
intellectuals that American democracy real.” 
vein the publisher reports that the author “has 
one the leading interpreters modern 
America Europe and the world.” Iti true that 
phrases and sentences read like effective 
pieces middle-brow propaganda, but whole this 
would confuse rather than enlighten any serious 
reader who would read guide. The only unities 
the book are the frequent uses the words “liberty” 
and “liberalism” and ever-present tone emotion- 
charged lay preaching. 

don’t believe this book worth shelf space except 
the largest and wealthiest libraries. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D. 


Alexander, Edgar 

Adenauer and the New Germany 
Straus Cudahy. Nov. 300p. $5.25. 
This shorter English version two-volume Ger- 
man “socio-biographical Adenauer and 
“historio-sociological” introduction the spiritual and 
situation present-day Germany. 
tunately most the elementary personal biographical 
omitted and the whole reads like enlightened 
but partisan election tract. 
Much material has been presented elsewhere the 
impressive achievements the German Federal Re- 
public under Adenauer’s guidance. These achieve- 
ments include “the masterful reconstruction the ad- 
ministrative machinery, the reorganization society 
and the political parties, and the astounding resur- 
gence the economic and cultural life.” Edgar Alex- 
ander primarily concerned with the “invisible spiri- 
tual transformation” the “revival those ethico- 
political traditions Natural Law” that form the basis 
the rule Adenauer and his Christian Democratic 
Union. 
The Nazi rule and the total defeat World War 
resulted the practical destruction the effectiveness 
the old political extremes both left and right, 
leaving new center conservatism and liberalism 
united fundamental respect for the rational Natural 
Law universally binding norm for all human indi- 
vidual and community action. The Christian Demo- 
cratic Union under Adenauer the resulting means 
Catholics and Protestants social and political unity 
without references their religious differences. This 
section the book excellently done and might 
well serve practical guide for American Christians 
seeking more fruitful application Natural 
Law principles. 
Adenauer believes that the future welfare Germany 
and Europe are essentially interdependent and this has 
been the basis for both his internal and 
Re-unification Germany dependent upon 
East-West tensions after the sufficient 
development western unification strength. 


The book contains many lengthy quotations Ade- 
nauer and his associates. Many polysyllabic words and 


Alexander West Jones 
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repetitious argumentative rhetorical style are used 
say something well worth saying and worthy being 
better said. spite its shortcomings the book 
well-worth reading and should added college 
libraries. 

Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 

Hunter College, 

New York 21, New York 


West, Richard S., Jr. Mr. Lincoln’s Navy 
Longmans. Oct. 25,1957. 328p. $6.50. 


The Civil War has been regarded, for many years, 
almost the exclusive property the United States 
Army. Grant, Sherman, Sheridan have been school- 
boy idols. Antietam, Bull Run, Gettysburg are the 
names battleplaces one remembers being told about. 
Now, all this undergoing some change. The Navy 
has come into the historical spotlight, 
the past year, three excellent books have been pub- 
lished the Navy’s history between 1861 and 1865. 
Richard West, Professor History the 
Naval Academy adds fourth book the list. And, 
since Professor West recognized authority Secre- 
tary the Navy Gideon Welles, his book revolves 
around that intrepid diarist. Welles built the Union 
Navy from 641 ships. and his assistant secre- 
tary Fox had over 3500 miles coastline blockade. 
Ships protected American waters from Chesapeake 
Bay Galveston the Gulf. Concentrating naval 
vessels off crucial southern ports, Welles used side 
wheelers, screw-steamers, and leaky tubs that could 
barely avoid capsizing. 

Mr. Lincoln’s Navy follows the usual Civil War pat- 
tern. After organizing the blockade, the major naval 
operations are explained detail. From Fort Sumter 
Wilmington naval campaigns are fought with the 
participants telling part the story. Diagrams im- 
portant harbor and river defenses have been inserted 
aid the reader. The book adequately documented 
and contains some official Naval photographs Civil 
War admirals and war-vessels. Professor West has 
seen that each naval hero introduced with 
short biography. the book has defect, the 
author’s failure provide glossary naval terms. 
Otherwise, Mr. Lincoln’s Navy should prove salty 
delight followers the sea. 

Frank Brown, M.A., 


University Scranton 


Jones, Virgil Eight Hours Before Richmond 
Holt. Nov. 18,1957. 180p. $3.50. 

Mr. Jones’ recent book, Gray Ghosts and Rebel Raiders, 
the basis current film series being televised 
CBS. The present volume may well find its place 
when the series has been completed. compact, 
well-written account, detailing the raid Kilpatrick’s 
force about 400 cavalry the beleagured capitol 
the Confederacy March, 1864. Believing the abor- 
tive raid under General Butler had misfired, Judson 
Kilpatrick sold the idea second try President 
Lincoln with the avowed purpose releasing the Fed- 
eral prisoners held Richmond; and hoping, 
secondary result, that the bold stroke against the weak- 
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defended capitol would greatly hasten the war 
conclusion. The bold stroke ended dismal failure, 
and the author points out was due combination 
factors, among which were the indecisiveness Kil- 
patrick himself, weather conditions and the fact that 
the “Johnny Rebs” had been alerted. Both Generals 
Meade and Pleasanton had done lot head-wagging 
prior the “take-off” and they might well have pre- 
vented this futile gesture, but that another story. 


The core the tale well-told Mr. Jones the char- 
acter and untimely death Colonel Ulrich Dahlgren, 
who rides through these pages like Bayard Yankee 
“Jeb” Stuart. This romantic chevalier blue, still 
the subject reams controversy, enlivens some pass- 
ages which otherwise might have been dull, most 
military reports are. For the record, fair say 
that Mr. Jones has accomplished one thing: has for 
this reviewer put rest the canard that the damaging 
papers found the dead body Dahlgren, exhorting 
the raiders “to burn the city (Richmond) and kill 
Jefferson Davis the spot” were not planted there 
Confederates. doubt this work having the usual 
appeal Civil War fans; but can also thoroughly 
enjoyed those who love dash and adventure 
tale, whether not the men are blue gray. 


Berkeley Kines, 


Kilpatrick, and Rubin (Editors) 
The Lasting South 
Regnery. 208p. $5.50. 


Fourteen scholars from our own Southern States have 
contributed this symposium. Their common thesis 
is: the South’s identity worth preserving. 


tribute their scholarship that the reaction 
their essays undoubtedly will admixture praise 
and condemnation—North and South. The individual 
reader cannot possibly total agreement with the 
collective work since there are many major and minor 
points disagreement amongst the contributors. But 
the reader—no matter what his personal political, cul- 
tural, economic suasion—will find his own favorites 
among the essayists. 

This reviewer was particularly impressed the work 
Rubin, Richard Harwell, Clifford Dowdey, Richard 
Weaver, and Kilpatrick. They have made some 
enlightening observations such diffuse topics state 
sovereignty, the prebellum South, the Reconstruction 
era, states’ rights, Southern historicity, the dichotomy 
the Democratic party, the resurgence carpetbag- 
gery, and the truncation the sub-Potomac South. 


This reviewer must also quarrel with some the com- 
mon fallacies which many these essayists promote 
directly strong implication: (1) The South has 
positive and recognizable identity—true; but other sec- 
tions, too, have such identity; (2) The South en- 
courages practical distinction between “union” and 
“consolidation” descriptive our Republic—true; 
but Southerners have monopoly understanding 
the historic nature our Constitutional Republic; 
(3) The South retains appreciation the fact that 
the amendatory process cannot legally replaced 
“might” —true; but soul-searching objective 
scholars might reveal that the guilt for encouraging 
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usurpation powers transcends sections our nation 
and areas our history. 

Occasionally within the volume there are obvious 
ties—one the most flagrant appears page 
Look sharply, Dr. Simkins: Catholics, other loyal 
Americans, pledge their allegiance the flag 
United States America, and the Republic 
which stands—no more, less. 

total content this work should refreshing 
tribution toward understanding some 
bound problems explained some 
whose air detachment should model for 


tional extremists. 
Gannon, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Carson, Gerald Cornflake Crusade 
Rinehart. 305p. $4.95. 
The Seventh Day Adventists observe their Sabbath 
Saturday. These dedicated fundamentalists maintained 
their headquarters, over 50-year period, Battle 
Creek, Michigan. There they ran medical boarding 
house called “The San,” where one could digest 
time religion with oatmeal pudding. San” was 
not doing well until John Harvey Kellogg came from 
New York’s Bellevue Medical College 1876, serve 
medical superintendent the Western Health 
form Institute. time Kellogg’s “San” became 
to-go-to for the health-hunters. popularized 
grand march the gymnasium, wheel-chair 
and health-rostrum lectures. Together with his younger 
brother, Will, the sanitarium became gold mine. 
Dr. John began make his famous breakfast foods 
1895. His base operations was barn behind the 
sanitarium. boiled wheat, ran through machine 
shred and cut into thin pieces. After slicing the 
wheat baked and announced: “This the first 
the modern breakfast foods.” But was, alas, two 
years too late. Shredded Wheat had appeared back 
1893, the brainchild Henry Perky. 
Nevertheless, Battle Creek became the center the 
breakfast-food industry. Postum Cereal, 
Malt-Ho, Fruit Cerro, Korn Kure were made available 
those with weak stomachs and 
However, Kellogg’s prestige was challenged health- 
seeker named Charles Post. Charley Post arrived 
Battle Creek seeking “the road Well-ville.” 
did not regain his health there, but spent lot time 
Kellogg’s laboratory and, 1895, came with 
Postum Cereal Food Coffee, (no-caffeine). Post-Toasties 
and grape-Nuts followed. Kellogg accused Post steal- 
ing his ideas. seven years, Charley Post became 
millionaire. 
Cornflake Crusade unique book. touches 
subject that has been neglected 
breakfast cereal industry. The author bases his book 
the careers John Kellogg, faithful brother Will, 
and go-getter Post. The style and make-up 
the book all reader may desire. The book’s theme 
may well help sell even more breakfast foods. 
Head, History Department 
University Scranton 
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Danforth, Harold E., and James Horan 
The A.’s Man 


Nov. 14,1957. 361p. $4.95. 


September The Untouchables brought the story 
Chicago crime and the men, who gambled their lives 
overthrow Capone and break the chains his gang 
had the city. James Arnold, Creighton Uni- 
his review wrote, “That such evil recently 
part America indeed frightening.” 
Now have the story Harold (Dan) Danforth, 
the investigators the District Attorney’s staff, 
who chanced his life many times, obtain evidence, 
which Dewey and Hogan used, loosen the tentacles 
which the racketeers organized crime had New 
York. should frightening realize the power that 
comes these thugs and hoodlums whereby entire 
city with its occupants, including you, made unsafe. 


Lest you believe that “it can’t happen 
many incidents where the innocent bystander 
sufers and also gives few figures what costs the 
taxpayer constant warfare. constant, for 
even though one racket after another broken, more 
gring and politicians and police officers can still 
found, who are susceptible easy money, and 
Greed the mother crime. 


Whether not Danforth and Horan, who editor 
New York daily paper, intend point moral, 
not clear, but certainly one can found the se- 
quence gripping investigations assigned the A.’s 
man. 
Dan started his career law-enforcement, guard 
the House Refuge Randall’s Island and his 
own words— 
“When walked out the big gates the House for the 
last time, there was little didn’t know about crime, crimi- 
nals, perversion, brutality, official corruption and official 
ignorance.” 
His next picture the Parental School Flushing, 
Long Island, prettier— 
“Within week, had first-hand evidence that the five cot- 
tages, winding paths, and perfectly-cared-for flower gardens 
hid world undernourishment, mismanagement, vice 
every description, horror and savagery 
After year process server the District Attor- 
ney’s office, Dan became investigator. assumed 
the character Dan O’Brien, Bordello-owner from 
Boston, frequent the docks and get the evidence, 
which ended Lucky Luciano’s prostitution racket. 


After series minor investigations, Dan was assigned 
tothe Dutch Schultz-Jimmy Hines case and the reader 
lives with threats, intimidation and 
Schultz killed and Hines sent Sing Sing. Then 
the McKesson-Robbins scandal brings broken homes, 
wrecked fortunes, suicides and, course, prison. 


‘Talk and you’re dead” stops the investigation the 
Waterfront racket, but evidence lesser crimes sends 
some the thugs prison. bit humor lightens 
the story Dan’s adventures, tangles with 
gunman’s mistress find the gunman. 

from tearful mother started the investi- 
gation “the War Years the Avenue,” when Dan 
found “Young High School Girls, fascinated the 
jitterbugging, flocked the Harlem Ballroom, 
where they were recruited Negro pimps.” After the 
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vice rings Harlem and Times Square were broken 
up, did the A.’s man have his tongue check when 
said that that “ended syndicated prostitution 
New York City, least that 


look behind the scenes several murder cases,— 
and some unknown details the conviction old 
labor racketeer, Joe Fay, follow the life Dan,— 
and then reassuring story the efforts clear 
innocent man armed robbery. Flim-flam artists, real 
estate frauds and loan sharks, all fell under Danforth’s 
scrutiny and ended jail. 


But Marcantonio was never tied several political 
murders, nor would Congress investigate after specific 
requests so. And even the F.B.I. sat detailed 
information proving high government official 
Roosevelt’s Administration guilty crime! Truly 
grand jury indictment the weaknesses and depravity 
man—with hope that the Danforths, Deweys, and 
Hogans will continue battle—told graphic, news- 
paper style. The book not fiction, but, because 
some the subject matter, recommended for 


adults only. 
John Cullen, A.B., LLB., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Church, Richard The Golden Sovereign 
Dutton. Nov. 13,1957. 245p. $3.75. 


Richard Church chronicled about two decades his 
life the first volume his autobiography, Over the 
Bridge, and this second volume covers almost an- 
other decade. reveals himself self-made 
scholar and self-appointed poet. Throughout his en- 
trancing narrative proves himself both erudite 
and poetic. has talent for imagery, deftness for 
phrasing, and startling amount information well 
philosopher’s bent interpreting what knowledge 
has amassed. 


But not merely his superficial self bared these 
memoirs—for memoirs might more accurate term 
type his recollections—his inmost reactions, physical, 
mental and emotional, emerge his portrait him- 
self young man. Particularly prominent his 
sensitivity music, words, human relationships, 
and the world about him. Everything any signifi- 
cance arrested and imprisoned his urbane prose. 
What perhaps more extraordinary the fact that 
actually Richard Church lived shabby and dispirit- 
ing world. had obscure position civil service 
clerk. knew intimacy with either his glowering 
brother his irresponsible father. The first young 
woman who stirred his heart was lost him, for she 
married perhaps his only close friend. His world, 
great extent, was also intolerant one, for few could 
appreciate his brave quest qualify poet. His 
supreme self-confidence, however, bore him beyond all 
these dismaying obstacles. 


His book tribute his devotion his ideal and 
revelation sincere quasi-slum boy who made good. 
One may quarrel, course, with his conclusions about 
life, but must remembered that was filled with 
insane innocence, that his education was never directed, 
and that what knows about life and what thinks 
about life were evolved from his groping mind. 
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achieved more than could ever expected man 
born and living under the circumstances which were 
his. That person one would wish meet 
certainly one the pleasures derived from read- 
ing this book. 

Brendan Larnen, O.P., 

The “Holy Name Journal,” 

New York 21, New York 


Thompson, Dorothy The Courage Happy 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 12,1957. 244p. $3.50. 

This collection represents culling from the 240 essays 
which Dorothy Thompson has contributed The 
Ladies’ Home Journal over the past twenty years. The 
thirty pieces included cover wide range subjects: 
artists, children, old age, public affairs, everyday life. 


Although Miss Thompson well known com- 
mentator national and international affairs, 
this section that she her weakest this book. Too 
many her statements are dangerously broad 
ties, often not only challengeable but provably untrue. 
She becomes somewhat entangled her own termi- 
nology, and fits conclusions neatly into pattern her 
own devising, though not always necessarily 
entirely logical pattern. What she has say this 
section seems contrived, somehow. ennobling 
sentimental, homespun way, but not the product 
keen observation profound reflection. 


other sections the book, the author manages some 
very charming and wise meditations. When she talks 
about the advantages being old, (the ability relax 
and enjoy the good things, see them again one did 
child, without the pressures enforced compe- 
tition and worry for the future), she engagingly 
mellow. The essay called “Beware Geniuses!” 
sheer delight, full shrewd, even caustic observations 
about geniuses, would perhaps approp- 
riate word her usage it), she has known—an 
essay which struck responsive chord slightly em- 
barrassed, highly amusing self-recognition few 
the reviewer’s acquaintance. 
Miss Thompson also gets into the subject bringing 
the young, and her no-nonsense approach re- 
freshing and sound. Johnny little monster, she 
suggests, not because his parents are need psychi- 
atric treatment but because simply was not whacked 
the first time started ripping the living room drap- 
eries shreds. Johnny ought reading the kind 
solid stuff which McGuffey offered his parents’ parents, 
and not the lukewarm pudding being offered 
current textbooks, (the only books, the author notes, 
which are not forced undergo the rigors book 
reviews). 
The collection uneven, times absorbing and stimu- 
lating, others giving the appearance having been 
written for what commonly thought the rather 
wishy-washy readership which large group women 
constitutes. But the less successful essays are nicely 
balanced the fact that the most successful ones de- 
serve read least several times, and kept around 
for reading again. 

Anita Monsees, 

Ithaca, New York 
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Moore, Virginia The Whole World, Strange, 
Macmillan. Nov. 12,1957. 352p. $5.50. 


“To become fully man need others—all others; 
the people can learn about only through 
tion, putting ourselves their places, sympathy 
understanding, love. There’s other way 
think. How else, God? and how long?” 


this vein Miss Moore sums the fruit journey 
around the world. Travel indeed broadening 
the author’s reflections indicate that every turn from 
Hawaii Japan through Hong Kong, Singapore, Balj 
South Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, Burma, 
Ceylon, Pakistan, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, 
Turkey and Greece. 


Miss Moore seeks always the human perspective her 
experience and sometimes might even strain 
little emphasize the oneness our human family, 
Fortunately, she leaves politics alone. Fortunately, in. 
deed, for politics would have changed the whole char. 
acter the book. Politics would have ruined the sim. 
plicity and the loveliness woman’s reflections 
different people different places, all them coping 
with life segment earth, society, mores 
customs, garb and food. 


Here and there touch sentimentality gets slightly 
out hand. meaningless clause will appear that 
sounds awfully romantic and really amounts bosh, 
Take for instance something like this: “The real words 
are the unspoken ones—just the real music lies 
tween the notes, and the real colors between those set 
down canvas.” Unspoken words; yes, the heart can 
feel beyond words, look can silent scream 
furtive caress. But the part about real music lying be- 
tween the notes and real colors between the ones 
painted really comes down saying the real music 
the unplayed symphony and the real portrait the 
unpainted one. this rate, the best part Schubert’s 
“Unfinished Symphony” the one left out. 


But this quibbling. For sentimentality sometimes 
gets pulled short. It’s all well and good part 
the human family but every once while, the 
American plumbing peeps through. statement such 
“The lobster would have tasted better the 
cloth had been cleaner,” takes more realistic view 
humanitarian theory. may all members the 
same family, but thank God not all live the 
same room this earthly manse. 


would indeed unfair exaggerate the trivia men- 
tioned above the point where this book’s true nobility 
was warped out perspective. The Whole World, 
Stranger fine book and could read the whole 
family for fun and profit. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Bone, Edith Seven Years Solitary 
Harcourt, Brace. Nov. 256p. $4.50. 


Miss Bone writes easy style and has rich 
ground politics, literature, medicine and languages. 
1949 she was kidnapped Hungarian Communists 
English spy. There were grounds for her 
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imprisonment, since she was, the time 
arrest, loyal rebellious communist. She tells 
her disillusionment with the party, the cruel 
she was suubjected to, her endurance it, 
her initiative and her final release. 


for some reason, this story left cold. Perhaps be- 
spite seven years alone, the authoress seems 
out her ordeal spiritually the same she 
when she began it. She claims have found 
the Communist cell and she dedicates 
this book those who fought and fight for freedom.” 
One expects some deeper reaction from such gruel- 
experience. Her dedication sounds like 
diche, because there indication the book any 
personal insight into the meaning freedom. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Robinson, Edward G., Jr. (with William Dufty) 
Father, Son 
Nov. 18,1957. 316p. $3.95. 


The son the movie star who has been identified with 
the role Little Caesar now twenty-four years 
age, and has already had hectic career and out 
courts for drunkenness and reckless driving. 
blames his instability having been spoiled only 
child whose parents lavished wealth rather than atten- 
tive affection him, while they went their separate 
ways which finally ended divorce and the sale one 
the most valuable private collections modern 
recent years. spite Mr. Dufty’s 
capable assistance, which makes the reading easy and 
often achieves real dramatic power, one cannot help 
that the young Mr. Robinson took awfully 
long time grow enough consider himself and 
take some hold over his adolescent emotions. His auto- 
indictment parental neglect covered 
with foolish indulgence; yet both parents seem ex- 
ceptionally gifted not particularly intelligent people. 
Mothers and fathers may find the indictment salu- 
tary preachment; young folks are likely sympathize 
entirely with the young man being not responsible for 
his conduct, which dangerous half-truth. 


McCormick, Anne O’Hare Vatican Journal 
Edited Marion Turner Sheehan. Farrar, Straus 
Cudahy. Oct. 21, 1957. 238p. $4.00. 

The great journalist has fame that only fleeting. 
The people, the events, the crises writes about are 
constantly flashing over the horizon like sputniks that 
will not come back. Nothing old the writer 
who wrote yesterday’s news. The modern journalist 
primarily dedicated whoever whatever happens 
making noise. When the noise but dim echo, 
the journalist, unlike the historian creative writer, 
share the transitory fate the things wrote 


But Anne O’Hare McCormick, the late, remarkable 
foreign correspondent the New York Times, seems 
hot yet ready join her contemporaries the attic. 
This not only because her world still close enough 
ours have meaning and pertinence. But most 
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all because Mrs. McCormick had that rare quality 
writing with perspective, writing from some 
timeless planet where she could see all that had gone 
before and all that would come. She wrote current 
events like historian, weighing the present the 
balance past and future: the ideal objective observer, 
undated, freer than most her colleagues from the 
passions her age. 


This collection essays written for The Times 
between July, 1921, and May, 1954, when Mrs. Mc- 
Cormick died. They are special interest Catholics: 
the first section describing Vatican politics and per- 
sonalities through some history’s most crucial years, 
the second comprising this brilliant Catholic lay- 
woman’s more significant moral reflections ma- 
terialistic world spinnig into the shadow doomsday. 
Miss Sheehan has put them all together after holding 
them out her earlier collation Mrs. McCormock’s 
work (The World Home, Knopf, 1956). 


The startling thing about these essays their cool de- 
tachment, their vivid insight into controversies that 
once raged about The Holy City, with its dual im- 
portance Fascist Italy and the universal Church. 
The personalities and issues now are gone: the young 
Mussolini and his new Augustinian age; Hitler and 
Stalin and their ambitions; the war and the need 
save Rome; the fifirst moves insure peace. But the 
Vatican remains, unchanged, calm and confident its 
certainty that all will pass away except the Thing 
represents. Despite all the specific issues which 
Mrs. McCormick sheds light—the personalities three 
Popes, the Roman Rota, the conflict with Mussolini, 
the Myron Taylor mission and the Vatican attitude 
toward America—this her recurring theme and her 
unforgettable message: the imperturbable permanence 
the Papacy. 


Although she writes from viewpoint close that 
the Popes, Mrs. McCormick eminently fair and often 
quite frank; her fellow journalists would call her 
“digger.” What she turns value believers 
and unbelievers; her style has literate feminine grace, 
her thinking lean and hard the body 
Olympic champion. 
Mrs. McCormick’s moral essays are less impressive, 
partly because written largely for publication Easter 
and Christmas successive years, they tend 
repetitious; partly because others have said the same 
things more memorably. The enduring gift this woman 
has given the world her matchless talent inter- 
preter and reporter, talent that continues light the 
darkness years after its passing. 

James Arnold, 

Creighton University, 

Omaha, Nebraska 


Miller, Diane Disney, told Pete Martin 

The Story Walt Disney 
Holt. Nov. 25,1957. 247p. $3.95. 
That curious old myth the self-made man gets an- 
other boost here. from the same weave other 
Martin-told biographies: designed for popular consump- 
tion; well-written slick Saturday Evening Post 
fashion; chatty, surface treatment its subject. 
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Mrs. Miller begins her story with her father’s family 
background. Disney’s parents are made seem rather 
rigid and unsympathetic. His father painted 
authoritarian and humorless boor, whose children were 
taught their mother take satisfaction using sub- 
terfuge sidestep his discipline. Mrs. Miller’s 
story the “facts” are colored the way “Father saw 
it’; but the understanding “Father” sorely missing. 


Most the book holds interest for readers who like 
Disney cartoons. Mrs. Miller sets down the chronology 
her father’s work neatly. His first “successful” 
drawing, his service with Red Cross ambulance outfit 
World War One, his first job cartoonist, the 
trip Hollywood, the years shoestring operation 
borrowed funds—all these details are the book. 


has one major flaw, must the manner 
which Mrs. Miller and Martin have “set up” Disney’s 
successes. each case they precede his triumph with 
the sad head-shaking the know-betters who seem 
always have told him “couldn’t 
ney’s business worries become downright boring, especi- 
ally when they are accompanied endless details 
man who seems have faith nothing but himself 
his ability make money (based his personality 
this book). 

customary Martin-ghosted life story, there are 
hints the psychiatrist’s couch. This 
seldom states anything because there isn’t much there. 
Just enough make the reader think has been told 
about the drives the man involved. 


The book assured moderate readership, because 
the fame its subject. Yet seems approach 
working insight into its main character only when 
describes his peevish and petulant attitude toward the 
foods likes doesn’t like its closing pages. Here 
the picture the rather corrosive one the self- 
made child man’s body. 


The Story Walt Disney “success story.” not 
successful book. 
Leonard Randolph 
Thiel, Rudolf And There Was Light 


Translated from the German Richard and Clara Winston. 
Knopf. Nov. 11,1957. 415p. $6.95. 

Man has been searching the skies for thousands years, 
slowly and laboriously correlating little bits data 
attempt arrive finally picture the universe. 
His study the stars led the development reli- 
gions, superstitions, and, long last, body scien- 
tific truths. this book, the author traces the history 
astronomy from the mythology the ancients, 
through the strange era astrology and horoscopes 
the modern day with its great developments the 
fields astrophysics, radio astronomy and the like. 


This not text-book astronomy. Mr. Thiel writes 
for the non-professional, language will under- 
stand: bringing life not only the science itself, but 
also the men who created the science, enhancing the 
work with interesting biographical sketches such men 
Ptolemy, Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, Newton and 
many others whose names are intimately connected 
with astronomy. 


Thiel Fruechen Charlton 


The author’s main purpose, however, present 
fascinating picture—millions stars, lifeless 
galaxies out beyond our own, great clouds 
dust more tenuous than any man-made 
almost unbelievable distances space—surely anyone 
who has even the slightest interest the sky overhead 
will find this interesting book. 


Let There Light also very timely since explains 
many the problems brought the foreground 
recent events: the launching Sputnik, talk rockets 
the moon and interplanetary travel. 


Edward Powers, 


University Scranton 


Freuchen, Peter Book the Seven Seas 
Messner. Nov. 25,1957. 512p. $7.50. 

Veteran explorer Peter Freuchen has put together 
great deal what knows about the seas 
world, writing with ease that may partly, even 
largely due the David Loth with whom write 
this book. has divided the book into ten 
dealing with geological theories about the origins 
oceans, the beginnings life the sea and the variety 
that life; there follows section tides, currents, 
winds and waves; then history, (in brief), the 
development shipping, the great voyages 
ery, the great set battles; after this comes seven short 
chapters the treasures the seas, three the 
islands the seas ,three strange tales seas and 
sea-monsters, and chapter rights men and 
property” sea. The book filled with information, 
legend and lore, anecdotes and accounts. One can 
open anywhere and begin read, fascinated 
moment with the text and reading well beyond 
the time intended. The book 
ted with maps, photographs, drawings. For the library, 
surely; but also good idea for gift the armchair 
adventurer. 


Charlton, Warwick 

The Second Mayflower Adventure 
Little, Brown. Oct. 29,1957. 245p. $4.95. 
This book tells the story Mayflower which landed 
Plymouth June 13, 1957, some 300 years after its 
illustrious predecessor. Mr. Charlton, English 
ness man, both the author the book and also the 
man who got the original idea and who carried 
execution. His purpose was remind both nations 
their common cultural heritage and also cement 
little more firmly the existing ties. 
The book goes into minute detail about everything, evi- 
dently trying omit nothing the least importance. 
The result that the book bogs down detail, despite 
the fact that the general idea interesting. 


Unfortunately from the viewpoint interest, 
thing went relatively smoothly. threatened strike, 
few safety worries, medium storm two during the 
voyage tried one’s ingenuity very much. Even the 
question the captaincy was easily solved Alan 
Villiers’ volunteering. 

James Ball, 
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Hicks, Granville (Editor) The Living Novel 
Macmillan. Nov. 12, 1957. 230p. $4.50. 

Mr. Hicks calls this “symposium” ten the 
younger “serious” writers novels the present gener- 
ation novelists, Saul Bellow, Paul Darcy Boles, John 
Ralph Ellison, Herbert Gold, Mark Harris, 
Wright Morris Flannery O’Connor, Harvey Swados, 
West. Not all them are well-known and, 
the present, one them rated the hated 
more than minor figure the field. The 
are, generally speaking, well-written filled with 
undertone complaint which blames the critics and 
the publishers’ methods and prices, the apathy the 


resent 

isa 
cosmic 
um, the 


explains 


reader and the lack perception the general public 
nton for the state things. The Sloan Wilsons, Cameron 
Hawleys and Herman Wouks come for some bitter 
attack novelists who have learned how please the 
Seas well the public. There much talk 
their own integrity trying find something 
ether new the novel, their courage trying avoid the 
our easy way success. But much the argument each 
even case flimsy and unrealistic when not merely 
writes tempered. Mr. Hicks’ sympathy for his contributors 
parts, expressed his own “afterword.” Nevertheless, the 
gins volume worth the attention the serious reader, 
variety only show him why that many these writers 
have failed win popular success while achieving 
the critical acclaim many quarters. 
short 
the Knight, Arthur The Liveliest Art 
and Macmillan. Nov. 19,1957. 383p. $7.50. 
and This “panoramic history the Movies” complete 
nation, with listing 100 books” the films, listing 
film sources, and index. Mr. Knight 
divides his treatment the movies into six major 
the birth the new art (1895-1920), 
lustra- through its growth into art, (1920-1930), the special 
ibrary, developments Hollywood during the the 
nchait sound, (1929-1955), and international trends 
1930 1956. this adds chapter dis- 
cussing television’s impact the movie industry, and 
summary and forecast the possible prob- 
able future. Mr. Knight’s approach mostly from the 
directorial point view and tends, many do, give 
the major share credit for any artistic achievement 
anded the director, which about appropriate giving 
the credit for battle victories the commanding gen- 
eral. Sometime, perhaps, when have had suffi- 


the 
ent 


cient time view the movies from larger perspec- 
tive, someone will write study the films from the 
point view the film script writer, which will also 
give credit where due the producer with insight 
instinct enough decide film particular story, 
gambling artist does, the public agreeing with 
his taste. This is, however, stimulating addition the 
growing library books the motion pictures and 
reading for the general public. 


Seldes, Gilbert The Seven Lively Arts 
Press. Oct. 306p. $4.95. 


Just why Mr. Seldes’ series essays revues, jazz, 
Popular songs, dancing, cartoons, vaudeville, movies, 
the early 1920’s should reissued almost 


Alan 


Hicks Knight Seldes Eliot Wolgensinger Maloney 
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thirty-five years later, furnished with Mr. Seldes’ second 
thoughts and later day comment his earlier work 
something puzzle. Unless you are yourself close 
fifty well beyond that age, good deal what 
talks about will require research into files, simply 
inscrutably unfamiliar. true that many the 
things Mr. Seldes said 1923 and 1924 have been 
born out time went by, making him something 
prophet his own day, and bouquet rue-for- 
remembrance for the old timer. But Florence Mills 
and Krazy Kat, the Ziegfeld extravaganza and the in- 
imitable personality George Cohan are largely 
unknown all-but-forgotten for the present genera- 
tion. the other hand, the present generation may 
find this something close history and intrigued 
it. The publishers are, likely, betting the second 
alternative. 


Eliot, Alexander 

Three Hundred Years American Painting 
Time Incorporated. Nov. 1957. 318p. $13.50. 
superb collection over 250 illustrations full 
color, this study the art editor Time one the 
handsomest volumes art published this year. The 
text admirably arranged and illuminating are 
the fine reproductions. The impact this collection 
tremendous, even some the earliest and untutored 
painters the colonies showed fine sense color, 
however awkward their skill with the brush. The 
Copley, Benjamin West, Peale family, Trumbull and 
Stuart reproductions remind that these painters were 
indeed masterly; and particularly amazing forecast 
the future are the paintings here reproduced from 
those Washington Allston. George Bingham, 
George Inness, Thomas Eakins, Frederic Remington, 
Mary Cassatt, Winslow Homer are others America can 
justly proud of. The more recent painters, many 
whom seem too deeply enamored French and Ger- 
man experimentalism and simple faddism, can produce 
some striking work. Appended are listing 100 per- 
manent collections American Painting; chart-like 
chronology painting; excellent bibliographies, and 
thorough-going index. This book every library 
should have least one copy. 


Wolgensinger, Michael 

Praeger. Nov. 20, 1957. $6.00. 
master photographer Switzerland has gathered 
230 brilliant pictures taken the cities and country- 
side Spain make this handsome and revealing 
document, which Margot Schwarz contributes 
introductory essay. The only fault can find with 
this book that the pictures are identified only 
prefatory listing giving minimum title for each num- 
bered photograph. also possible suggest that 
there little trace the strong religious atmosphere 
Spain, except some striking views famous 
cathedral churches. The reproduction sheet-fed 
gravure done the Bucher plant Lucerne, Switzer- 
land; the result remarkably clear and vital. 


Maloney, Tom (Editor) 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. 
$8.50. 


Spain 


Camera, 1958 
Nov. 25, 1957. 302p. 
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Thirty pages advertising for camera and camera film 
manufacturers included the total pagination 
this annual volume, intended display photographic 
achievements and techniques art and advertising. 
There are the usual half-dozen nude studies, but 
they are not intended shock entice and adults 
should find the volume generally satisfactory, particu- 
larly they are camera-amateurs. The volume 
actually published Camera Publishing Corpor- 
ation, which publishes monthly magazine. Duell, 
Sloan Pearce are the distributors. 


Lariar, Lawrence You’ve Got the Suburbs 
Dodd, Mead. Nov. 25,1957. $2.95. 

About pages some pretty funny cartoons spoofing 
suburban life many its comic aspects, from the 
cook-out grill the chores maintenance and family 
feuds. chucklesome for anyone out 
Suburbia, long smidgin humor remains about 
the funnybone. The indefatigable Mr. Lariar snipped 
his choice for this collection from some magazines. 


McCarthy, Father Justin 
Hanover House. Nov. 21, 1957. 
Day, Chon Brother Sebastian 
Hanover House. Nov. 21,1957. 88p. $1.50. 


Little Brother Juniper, gay little Franciscan lay-brother 
who wears his tonsure like rakish halo delightfully 
funny and seems somehow much more authentic than 
Chon Day’s equally inoffensive and placid, rotund 
and bespectacled Brother Sebastian. Sebastian 
monk, but we’re not sure what order enjoys his com- 
pany. Both volumes are fun and suitable for everyone. 


Woods, Ralph (Editor) 
Treasury Friendship 
McKay. Nov. 25,1957. 496p. $6.95. 
Something indefatigable compiler with seven pre- 
vious anthologies his credit, Mr. Woods has combed 
through the writings over 200 men letters, from 
Plato and Euripides through all sorts literature, 
poetry, memoirs, letters, essays, fiction, legend, history, 
Damon Runyon and Fulton Oursler extract bits 
and pieces the various aspects friendship. 
very mixed bag, indeed, but may prove popular with 
the sentimental. There attempt classification 
the snippets. casual book, for casual reading. 


Brother Juniper 
128p. $1.00. 


Bemelmans, Ludwi Holiday France 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 335p. $5.00. 
Through the years from 1950 the present, Holiday 
magazine has done its readers the service presenting 
informative and illuminating articles about France 
written perceptive Francophiles, including two 
genuine Parisians, Colette and André Maurois. 
good deal nonsense that tourists 
soldiers-on-leave have retailed make Paris and 
France cockeyed caricature here given thorough 
corrective, and fondly hoped that travellers bound 
for France will read and study this collection appre- 
ciative essays before disembarking Havre Orly. 


Lariar McCarthy Day Woods Bemelmans 
Chambrun O’Brien Waldo 


DECEMBER 


ing the 

Mr. Bemelmans introduces the whole lot with 
Contributors this volume include Ruth 
Art Bychwald, Paul Deutschman, Francis 

Joseph Wechsberg, John Steinbeck, Irwin Shaw, Keyes, 
Perelman, Robert Capa, Mario Pei. Fine for 

reading, whether you are Paris-bound not. Doubleday. 

Chambrun, Clara Longworth 

Shakespeare: Portrait Restored 

has here distilled her studies into persuasive adding, 

authoritative biography which examines all the alread 

able evidence—and the evidence amazingly detailed decide 

—about the greatest English poets. She has long othe 

been convinced that William was, his father from 

surely was, Catholic; and accepts the statement somethi 


Richard Davies, archdeacon Coventry, that 
(Shakespeare) “died Papist.” The interweaving 
the poet’s life with study his works admirably and 
skillfully done. The range and depth scholarship 
handled with ease and clarity. Argument 
bitter, nor far-fetched. This work surely will take 
place one the best studies Shakespeare yet pro 
duced. Every school library should have it. 
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O’Brien, John Giants the Faith 
Hanover House. Nov. 21,1957. 316p. $3.75. 

The University Notre Dame’s Father John O’Brien 
here presents six close-packed biographies notable 
converts the Catholic Faith, St. Paul, St. Augustine, 
John Henry Newman, Chesterton, Orestes 
Brownson, and Isaac Hecker. Each different 
gree effected notable change his world his 
version. The biographies are exceptionally well done 
and manage amazingly complete within the range 
pages allotted each. 


Waldo, Myra The Cook Book 
Putnam. Nov. 15,1957. 335p. $4.95. ly, the 
With reputed $100,000 promotion fund behind it, 
together with the growing forces the and prof 
salons across the country and the unflagging interest the effect 
American women dieting, this cookbook should 
one the year’s best sellers any field. Fortunately, 
eminently sensible volume which warns readers 
off the extreme diet fads, argues for temperance food, 
supplies well-thought out menus for thirty days, each, 
the 1200-calorie, 1500-calorie, and 1800-calorie range, 
remembering always add extras for the children. 
This “family-diet” procedure, urging variety 
providing recipes which reduce the fat-producing the 
ments dishes without making 

savorless. The calorie count given for each serving, Occasion 
the number servings for each recipe observed, and 
tended serve six portions, 305 calories each por the 
tion. Desserts make use sucaryl saccharine 
ening and skim milk, floating island pudding 
using eggs makes servings 135 calories per serving 


There are appended conversion table, table equivalent 
weights and measures, calorie charts, advice manag 


1957 


ing the home freezer, and thorough index. short, 


rith thisis very good and practical cookbook. 


The Land Stones and Saints 
Doubleday. Nov. 347p. $4.95. 


This collection five rather long but sprightly essays 
way tribute Avila. Like many another 
Frances Parkinson Keyes has strong feeling 
for place and she finds that Avila communicates 
strength, strength made manifest the lives 
many who have lived there; so, instead simply 
adding, she had intended do, one more book 
the already lengthy list works about Saint Theresa, 


adult 


and 


detailed she decided write essay about the saint and then 
long other essays which would help illuminate the 
from which Theresa came. And indeed there 
ment something Avila all the people described 
that this volume; without laboring the point, Mrs. Keyes 
makes the reader see that there quality each 
bly and her subjects which seems distinguish that person 
arship product the land stones and saints. obvi- 


never 
take its 
yet 


ously true that they might have been what they were 
they had never seen Avila; but still these people have 
much common, and the strength they share seems 
quite natural against the background the land 
which they lived. 


Three Mrs. Keyes’ essays deal with people whose 
lives are well known: Queen Isabel, Saint Theresa, 
and Saint John the Cross. these papers, the 
author careful avoid excessive repetition facts 
which are presumably familiar the average reader. 
She gives adequate biographical data—actually, the 
points each life are mentioned; but she 
primarily interested offering her own studied view 
each character. Thus she tries penetrate into the 
character Isabel and succeeds making the queen 
very human and appealing. Similarly, Mrs. Keyes 
more concerned with the human attitudes Saint 
Theresa and Saint John than with their mystical ex- 
periences, and with her characteristic fluency she offers 
her view the saints quite persuasively. Unfortunate- 
ly, the sketch Saint John the Cross, she explains 


Faith 


notable 
gustine, 
ent 


range 


Book 


it, him the expense making Saint Therest less sober 
and profound than she was, thereby detracting from 
the effect produced the preceding essay Theresa. 


The two essays people whose fame less wide- 


Maria Vela, nun the Cistercian 
convent Saint Ann Avila, and Saint Pedro Bau- 
Franciscan martyr Japan—are very informa- 
each, 


tive, they should be. easy for Mrs. Keyes 


give stirring account the eventful life Fray 
Pedro; where she shows exceptional skill offering 
twentieth-century readers interesting narrative 


the hidden life sixteenth-century mystic. 


Occasionally Mrs. Keyes’ romanticism gets out hand 
and then apt run into outcroppings excla- 
mation points into painfully saccharine speculations 


erving, 
served, 


por waywardness Saint Theresa’s youthful heart. 
principal caution given concerning these 
however, that they are essays: they rely 
heavily secondary works, they are belles lettres, not 


Within their given purpose, though, they 


valent 


Keyes For Reading Advent 311 


are admirable. Sadly, the last essay, Saint Pedro, 
shows signs haste. any subject ever warranted 
caution and charity, this one the differences between 
Franciscans and Jesuits Japan certainly does. Yet 
the essay marked certain slips which indicate 
precipitancy—a note, for instance, which seems 
include Saint Thomas More among the Elizabethan 
martyrs, obscurity about the quality persons 
the narrative. This piece attempts simplify dras- 
tically very complex matter; such simplification can- 
not help being partisan. full, objective account 
disagreements between the religious orders Japan 
can found Boxer’s The Christian Century 


Japan. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


FOR READING ADVENT 


Rev. James Magner’s The Catholic Priest the 
Modern World, (Bruce. 1927. $4.75. 
guide for the parish priest all aspects his life. Rev. 
Michael Pfliegler, Priestly Existence, (Newman. April 
23, 1957. 425p. $6.00. explains different personality 
and character types found among priests tracing 
their development from the foundations priestly 
existence and its tensions. 


The Popes Youth, (David McKay Co. Oct. 11, 1957. 
442p. $5.00. I), scholarly, orderly presentation 
Papal statements the Christian formation youth, 
compiled and edited Rev. Raymond Fullam, 
This valuable book merits this second printing. New 
Life Christ Rev. Ludwig Esch, S.J., (Newman. 
Sept. 20, 1957. 294p. $4.50 I), will appeal audi- 
ence young adults, willing read with reflection 
solid and complete guide for their spiritual life. 


Rev. Yves Congar, O.P., French ecclesiologist, 
presents important, well-documented theological 
study the place and function the layman the 
Church, Lay People the Church, (Newman. April 
11, 1957. 447p. $6.75. Rev. Louis Putz, C.S.C., 
writes for the laity the lay apostolate general and 
the concrete expressions lay movements the 
United States. The author brings fifteen years ex- 
perience with such movements his writing The 
Modern Apostle, (Fides. Oct. 15, 1957. 148p. $2.95. I). 
Rev. George Kane has edited Lay Workers for Christ, 
(Newman. Sept. 12, 1957. 171p. cl. pa. $1.00. I), 
interesting autobiographical sketches nineteen lay- 
men, who tell their work the apostolate in- 
dividuals members specialized Catholic Action 
groups. 


Vilma Little The Sacrifice Praise, (Kenedy. 
Nov. 14, 1957. 200p. $3.00. I), combines most read- 
able exposition the meaning the Divine Office 
with clear directions for its use. worthwhile for 
seminarians, sisters, and those the laity, interested 
praying the Breviary. 


Key the Psalms, (Fides. Nov. 1957. 187p. $3.50. 
I), beginning with this beautiful description the 
psalms: “the songs which God Himself composed for 
His people all times and places sing Him,” pre- 
sents the meaning them through chapters devoted 
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study their key-words and themes. Mary Perkins 
Ryan the author. 


The Sacrifice the Mystical Body, (Regnery. Oct. 30, 
1957. 158p. $3.50. Canon Eugene Masure, 
up-to-date exposition eucharistic theology which was 
first published 1954. uses advantage the schol- 
arship theologians like Billot, Taille, Vonier, 
and Case and has “Mediator Dei” for its guide. 


Rev. Cyril Korolevsky, priest the Byzantine Rite, 
offers Catholics the Western Church, who are 
interested the use the vernacular their liturgy, 
historical study the liturgical languages the 
Church: Living Languages Catholic Worship, (New- 
man. Sept. 26, 1957. 195p. $3.50. 


The married, about-to-be-married, and their counselors 
will find Together Marriage, (Fides. Nov. 1957. 
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$2.95. I), Dr. John Kane, Head the Sociolog 


Department the University Notre Dame, 
discussion the everyday problems married life 
gether with helpful principles and suggestions for family 
unity. 
Come, South Wind, (Pantheon. Oct. 15, 1957, 
chosen collection writings contemplatives, giving 
their vision important truths Christian 


Mother God, (Macmillan. Nov. 1957. 174p. 
Rev. Cyril Bernard, O.D.C., Mariology 
the Many. consideration the prerogatives 
Mary, written the light sacred scripture and 17, 


tion with warmth and scholarship. 


Henry Erhart, 
University Scranton 
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